H. R. 2297

One Hundred Eighth Congress
of the
United States of America
AT THE FIRST SESSION
Begun and held at the City of Washington on Tuesday,
the seventh day of January, two thousand and three

An Act
To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve benefits under laws administered
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans
Benefits Act of 2003’’.
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for this Act
is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. References to title 38, United States Code.
TITLE I—SURVIVOR BENEFITS
Sec. 101. Retention of certain veterans survivor benefits for surviving spouses remarrying after age 57.
Sec. 102. Benefits for children with spina bifida of veterans of certain service in
Korea.
Sec. 103. Alternative beneficiaries for National Service Life Insurance and United
States Government Life Insurance.
Sec. 104. Payment of benefits accrued and unpaid at time of death.
TITLE II—BENEFITS FOR FORMER PRISONERS OF WAR AND FOR FILIPINO
VETERANS
SUBTITLE A—FORMER PRISONERS OF WAR
Sec. 201. Presumptions of service-connection relating to diseases and disabilities of
former prisoners of war.
SUBTITLE B—FILIPINO VETERANS
Sec. 211. Rate of payment of benefits for certain Filipino veterans and their survivors residing in the United States.
Sec. 212. Burial benefits for new Philippine Scouts residing in the United States.
Sec. 213. Extension of authority to maintain regional office in the Republic of the
Philippines.
TITLE III—EDUCATION BENEFITS, EMPLOYMENT PROVISIONS, AND
RELATED MATTERS
Sec. 301. Expansion of Montgomery GI Bill education benefits for certain self-employment training.
Sec. 302. Increase in rates of survivors’ and dependents’ educational assistance.
Sec. 303. Restoration of survivors’ and dependents’ education benefits of individuals
being ordered to full-time National Guard duty.
Sec. 304. Rounding down of certain cost-of-living adjustments on educational assistance.
Sec. 305. Authorization for State approving agencies to approve certain entrepreneurship courses.
Sec. 306. Repeal of provisions relating to obsolete education loan program.
Sec. 307. Six-year extension of the Veterans’ Advisory Committee on Education.
Sec. 308. Procurement program for small business concerns owned and controlled
by service-disabled veterans.
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(b) EXTENSION.—Subsection (c) of that section is amended by
striking ‘‘December 31, 2003’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2009’’.
(c) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.—That section is further
amended—
(1) in subsections (a) and (b), by striking ‘‘chapter 106’’
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘chapter 1606’’; and
(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘chapter 30’’ and inserting
‘‘chapters 30’’.
SEC. 308. PROCUREMENT PROGRAM FOR SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS
OWNED AND CONTROLLED BY SERVICE-DISABLED VETERANS.

The Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 631 et seq.) is amended
by redesignating section 36 as section 37 and by inserting after
section 35 the following new section:
‘‘SEC. 36. PROCUREMENT PROGRAM FOR SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS
OWNED AND CONTROLLED BY SERVICE-DISABLED VETERANS.

‘‘(a) SOLE SOURCE CONTRACTS.—In accordance with this section,
a contracting officer may award a sole source contract to any
small business concern owned and controlled by service-disabled
veterans if—
‘‘(1) such concern is determined to be a responsible contractor with respect to performance of such contract opportunity
and the contracting officer does not have a reasonable expectation that 2 or more small business concerns owned and controlled by service-disabled veterans will submit offers for the
contracting opportunity;
‘‘(2) the anticipated award price of the contract (including
options) will not exceed—
‘‘(A) $5,000,000, in the case of a contract opportunity
assigned a standard industrial classification code for manufacturing; or
‘‘(B) $3,000,000, in the case of any other contract opportunity; and
‘‘(3) in the estimation of the contracting officer, the contract
award can be made at a fair and reasonable price.
‘‘(b) RESTRICTED COMPETITION.—In accordance with this section,
a contracting officer may award contracts on the basis of competition
restricted to small business concerns owned and controlled by
service-disabled veterans if the contracting officer has a reasonable
expectation that not less than 2 small business concerns owned
and controlled by service-disabled veterans will submit offers and
that the award can be made at a fair market price.
‘‘(c) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER CONTRACTING PREFERENCES.—A
procurement may not be made from a source on the basis of a
preference provided under subsection (a) or (b) if the procurement
would otherwise be made from a different source under section
4124 or 4125 of title 18, United States Code, or the Javits-WagnerO’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 46 et seq.).
‘‘(d) ENFORCEMENT; PENALTIES.—Rules similar to the rules of
paragraphs (5) and (6) of section 8(m) shall apply for purposes
of this section.
‘‘(e) CONTRACTING OFFICER.—For purposes of this section, the
term ‘contracting officer’ has the meaning given such term in section
27(f)(5) of the Office of Federal Procurement Policy Act (41 U.S.C.
423(f)(5)).’’.

